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1. nn w2 inside a dead dog in the entrance of a house

A Mishnah states: nn 1w 728w 1700 —if a dog ate flesh from a dead body, and the dog died and is lying with its
neck in the threshold of a house, and its body (containing the nn 1wA2) outside, there are four opinions. Rebbe Meir
says: NQL NNIQ NNRINA W' — if there is a tefach of space in its neck (i.e., its neck measures a cubic tefach), the tumah
enters the house through 7nK; otherwise, it does not. Rebbe Yose’s statement is interpreted in two parts: (1) 'NIN —
we assess if there is a cubic tefach of airspace inside the dog’s neck to convey tumah (unlike Rebbe Meir, who
includes the neck itself in the tefach). (2) Although Rebbe Meir holds that tumah transfers wherever the dog’s
mouth is in the threshold, Rebbe Yose says this applies only 01971 qipwin Ta1an —if its mouth is from the doorstop
and inwards. Rebbe Elazar says that if its mouth is inside the house, the house is tamei, but if its mouth is outside
(and its hindquarters are inside), the house is tahor, 1'71&) 7T NRXI' INNIDY 119N XND — because the tumah exits
through its hindquarters. Rebbe Yehudah ben Beseira says that either way, the house is tamei.

2. NN [N NIYIIA NIRNIL YYY

Rebbe Shimon says: nnn |n NIwNI9 NIRNIL WYY — there are three niknIL which emerge from a dead body, 31 DMy
[N 'R MUY NNR — each of which has two of a Nn’s abilities to transmit tumah, but lacks the third. [Rashi notes
that there are many other nixniv of a nn, such as a N2 of flesh, but those transmit tumah in all three methods of
uan, Xwn, and 70K.] (1) 21 TINN 891 — a ladleful of decomposed corpse-dust is metamei through Nwn and 70K, but
not through uin (since one cannot be in contact with the entire ladleful at once). 1van |2'n1 — Where, then, is [tumah
from a nn through] contact? |nn NN DV — With either of [the other two] below. (2) MIvwa oxv — a bone the size of
a barleycorn is metamei through Xwn and van, but not through 7nn (this is known through a 2'on nwn% na%n). (3)
aITI 9712 — The wall and cover of a coffin are metamei through van and 7nK, but not Xwn. [Rashi discusses the
source for this distinction.]

3. NANTN I'¥XNI WA I'YXNW 112V

The next Mishnah states: nTX 1'XNI1 WA '¥XN 1212V — Regarding a dead mouse which is half flesh and half earth, the
Tanna Kamma says one who touches the flesh is tamei, but one who touches the earth remains tahor. Rebbe
Yehudah says 8D 1w 7212w NNTRA VAN X — even one who touches the earth opposite the flesh is tamei. Rebbe
Yehoshua ben Levi says: 1712 119 U ynwnw Kinl — this ruling only applies if it developed into a Yy over [one] entire
side; otherwise, even touching the flesh would not render him tamei. Others teach this statement specifically
regarding Rebbe Yehudah'’s ruling that even touching the earth opposite the flesh is tamei. Accordingly, Rebbe
Yehoshua ben Levi says that touching earth is only metamei if the entire other side of the mouse has developed as a
Yw. According to this version, touching the flesh of the mouse can be metamei even if it has not fully developed
into a YW across one entire side.

Siman — Cuckoo Bird Clock

The man who went into the cuckoo bird clock shop and didn’t notice the dead dog lying in the doorway with a n'ta
nn in its stomach and two men measuring its neck, jumped when the cuckoo bird clock on the wall announced the
time by demonstrating a different type of nn nxniv every hour, and almost fainted when he saw a mouse that is
half flesh and half earth.
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The man who went into the cuckoo bird clock shop and didn’t notice the dead dog lying in the doorway with a nn nm in its
stomach and two men measuring its neck, jumped when the cuckoo bird clock on the wall announced the time by demonstrating
a different type of nn nxniv every hour, and almost fainted when he saw a mouse that is half flesh and half earth.
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